STATEMENT BY CESAR CHAVEZ ON THE OCCASION OF A’ FUNERAL MASS 
FOR [9 FARM WORKERS KILLED IN A BUS ACCIDENT IN BLYTHE, CALIFORNIA 
January 15, 1974* 


Brothers and Sisters: We are united here in the name of God to pay final tribute 
our brothers and sisters who lost their lives in a tragic bus accident which has 
brought so much sorrow and mourning into the homes of farm workers. 


We are here also to show our love and solidarity for the families who have lost so 
much in the deaths of their loved ones. 


We are united in our sorrow but also in our anger .... This tragedy happened because 
of the greed of the big growers who do not care about the safety of the workers and 
who expose them to grave dangers when they transport them in-wheeled coffins to the 


fields. 


The actions of the H}gh and Mighty Company are criminal - so callous is their attitude 
to the workers that they transported them to work in seats that were not securely 


fastened to the bus and dai ly exposed them to other conditions which do not meet the 
Safety standards needed by workers, 


been so many accidents - in the fields, on trucks, under machines, in 
many accidents involving farm workers which have affected so many of us. 


People ask if they are deliberate, They are deliberate in the sense that they are 
the direct result of a farm labor system that treats workers like agricultural 
implements ~ not human beings. These accidents happen because employers and labor 
contractors treat us as if we were not important human beings. 


But brothers and sisters the men and women we honor here today are important human 
beings. 
They are important because they are from us. We cherish them. We love 
them. We will miss them. ; 
They are important because of the love they gave to their husbands, their 
children, their wives, their parents, all those who were close to them and 
who needed them, 
They are important because of the work they do. They are not implements to 
be used and discarded. They are human beings who sweat and sacrifice to 
bring food to the tables of millions and millions of people throughout the 
world, 
They are important because God made them, gave them life, and cares for 
them in life and in death, God who Is the father of us all says they are 
important human beings. 


Now that they are gone how can we keep showing how important they are to us? How can 


we give meaning to their lives and their sacri fice? 


These terr{ble accidents must be stopped! It fs our obligation, our duty to the 
memory of those who have died to see to it that workers are not continually trans- 
ported in those wheeled coffins - those carriages of death and sorrow. 


%On December 16, 197336 Jamaican cane cutters were injured in an accident near Bele 
| 


Glade, Florida. On January 7, 1973 a windowless van - with no seats, jammed with 
Jamaican workers overturned in a ditch near So. Bay ,Florida killing one worker and 
injuring 86 others, 


30 
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it is especially the obligation of farm workers to stop these cruel accidents that 
bring so much suffering to our homes by refusing to ride in those vehicles which are 
so full of danger and even death. 


The burden of protecting the lives of farm workers is squarely on our shoulders. 


The farm workers union is charging the High and Mighty Company with criminal 
negligence and is demanding a full investigation by the Grand Jury in Riverside 
County. 


We are also asking for hearings by a State Assembly Committee as a first step toward 
stronger legislation. 


Let the whole world know that the pain that today fills our hearts with mourning also 
unifies our spirits and strengthens our determination to defend the rights of every 
worker. ‘Wasa 

Let the labor contractors and the growers know that our union will never stop working 
and struggling until there is an end to the inhuman treatment of all farm workers. 


\t is the wish of the farm workers that as soon as we triumph in our cause, a 
monument will be built at the place of the accident in memory of farm workers who 
lost their lives there. Our farm workers union is committed to carry this out. 


The names of those who died jin the accident: 


JOSE ANGULANO MARTINEZ (62) FAMIL1A MENDOZA 

PABLO RAMIRZ TORRES MANUEL MENDOZA COVARRUBI AS 
MANUEL REYNA TORRES (57) LUCIA VILLA MENDOZA (18) 
PABLO TANGUNIA MARIA MENDOZA (17) 

JUAN PEREZ MANRIQUEZ (26) JAVIER MENDOZA (16) 
PABLO NAVARRO ARELLANO (54) 

TEODORO GILBERTO C. CABRERA (43) 

JULIO RAMIREZ FERNANDEZ (60) 

SANTOS MORALES GAITAN (67) 

FRANCISCO CASTILLO NUNEZ (33) 

JUAN CASTRO HURTADO (42) 

GREGORIO PEREZ PEREZ (22) 

CARLOS OLGUIN LOPEZ (51) 

LABRADO ZAZUETA CARDENAS (62) 

ANGELA VERDUGO DE MARTINEZ 


These are the names of our brothers and sisters needlessly sacrificed. We appeal to 
God for eternal rest for their souls. 
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